
Update on H1N1 

Information on H1N1 or swine flu has been in 

newspapers, television reports, the internet and 

other means of communication throughout the 

world since this past spring.  At Georgia Southern, 

information on H1N1 has been disseminated to 

students in a variety of ways.  

 

 
 The website of Health Services continues to serve as 

the up to date means of communication with faculty, 

staff, parents and students. The web address is :  

http://services.georgiasouthern.edu/health  

 

Both seasonal flu and H1N1 flu are characterized by 

fever of 100 degrees fareinheit or greater plus cough 

and/or sore throat.  Other symptoms may include 

headache, body aches, runny or stuffy nose, nausea, 

vomiting, and diarrhea.  H1N1 flu is similar to, and 

may be milder than, that caused by typical seasonal flu. 

 

H1N1 vaccine clinics took place at the end of Fall Se-

mester and will continue during the Spring Semester, 

as long as the vaccine is available.  This vaccine is 

available free of charge at our clinics.  Students are 

encouraged to get their vaccine as early as possible, 

even throughout the holidays.  Students may go to 

their local health department or to their private physi-

cian for the vaccine. 

 

Georgia Southern continues to educate all populations 

on how to prevent the flu and how to care for those 

contracting the flu.  Hand sanitizer stations have been 

installed throughout the residence halls.    

Health Services also provides an influenza telephone 

evaluation system (912 -478-5641, press 1).   

 This system allows Health Services staff to appropri-

ately identify those students with influenza symptoms 

who do not need to be seen so they can begin isolation 

procedures without the potential for further exposure.   

 For additional information,  please visit  

http://services.georgiasouthern.edu/health  and 
www.cdc.gov/h1n1flu  
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Along with the thrill of learning and the euphoria 

of young adulthood, college brings challenges. The 

typical college year has cycles of ups and downs in 

the level of challenge and stress experienced by 

students. Challenges vary according to the individ-

ual, the time of year, and the academic class of the 

student. The more aware that parents are of the 

tides of the semester, the more they can do to nor-

malize their studentôs experiences and help them 

through the stressful times. 

Possible January ï February Challenges 

For Students 

 

Readjusting to school again and being away 

from the security of home and friends.  

Those with a tendency toward seasonal depres-

sion may go into a slump due to weather, dark-

ness, and lack of outdoor activities.  

For first-year students, college may have lost 

some of its initial charm and novelty.  

Adjusting friendships, as some students leave to 

study abroad, or roommates change.  

Transfer students begin the process of making 

friends and finding a niche.  

Winter illnesses may challenge academic time 

management.  

 

Preparing for the  

Spring Semester 
Edited from an Article by Grace Fleming 

 

 

If your student received a few low grades during 

Fall semester, donôt fret!  There is still time to pull 

up his/her  GPA! Here is a checklist for students to 

get back on track. 

 

1. Gather all work assignments to determine 

exactly how and why low grades were 

earned. 

2. Visit your professor and ask them to go 

over assignments. 

3. Ask professors for advice. 

4. Join study groups. If there isnôt one, start 

one! 

5. Improve memory skills. 

6. Get serious. Don't be late to class. Get 

some sleep. Turn off the TV. 

7. Talk to your parents!  

8. Identify your personal learning style. 

9. Improve your writing skills. Visit the  

 Writing Center located on Forest Drive. 

10. Give yourself credit if youôre doing your 

 best. 

 

ACADEMICS  
Parenting a College Student 

Donôt forget to visit with professors 

 and ask them for help when needed! 

http://homeworktips.about.com/od/homeworkhelp/a/learningstyle.htm


 
You may or may not have begun to talk with your 

student about where he or she will be living for the 

2010-2011 school year, but University Housing 

wants to provide you with some information about 

on-campus housing for next year with regard to 

housing for returning students. 

As most of you know, Georgia Southern has a first 

year live-on requirement for all new freshmen and 

freshmen transfer students with less than 30 credit 

hours.  This means that University Housing needs 

to hold sufficient space for the freshmen class in 

the halls each year.  This year (2009-2010) Georgia 

Southern saw an increase in freshman enrollment 

figures that resulted in a number of first year stu-

dents being offered housing in off-campus com-

plexes in order to meet the need for freshman stu-

dent housing. 

Working with the Office of Admissions, University 

Housing has identified the spaces that need to be 

held for freshmen students for 2010-2011, this has 

resulted in a reduction in the number of spaces 

available for returning students.  For 2010-2011, 

housing is anticipating being able to offer 50% of 

the number of spaces that were held for returning 

students for 2009-2010. 

Due to this reduction, University Housing antici-

pates that the demand for space will exceed what is 

going to be available, so a lottery process has been 

designed to provide as fair a process as possible.  

This process was created with the advice of our 

student representatives through the Residence Hall 

Association. (RHA)  

November 30, 2009 ï all current students living on 

campus started applying for on-campus housing for 

2010-2011 at www.gsuhousing.com/rssu .  Students 

have until January 29, 2010 to apply for consideration in 

the housing lottery. 

 

 

January 11, 2010 - Students who have applied online by 

this date will be entered into a drawing for 1 male and 1 fe-

male early lottery.  These 2 students, chosen at random, will 

be able to sign up online during February and will know their 

status early. 

January 29, 2010 ï Last day for returning students to ap-

ply for on-campus housing for 2010-2011. 

February 10, 2010 ï University Housing will run the 

Housing Lottery.  All students will be notified of their status 

as either picked in the lottery or placed on the Waiting List. 

February 17, 2010 ï 7am ï Students selected in the lot-

tery will be able sign up for an available room using the 

online selection process. 

February 22, 2010 ï Students who selected a room online 

will be sent a housing contract to his/her GSU email address. 

A committee has been created to review special re-

quests from students who feel that they have a unique 

situation or special need to live in on-campus housing. 

This could be due to financial concerns, other hard-

ships, or based upon their involvement in the campus 

and housing community.  This committee, made up of 

student leaders, will review the requests of these stu-

dents and will be able to offer a very limited number of 

spaces in the process.  This means that those students 

selected by the committee will be able to select a room 

on February 17 without going through the lottery. 

Special requests are due January 22, 2010 at 

www.gsuhousing.com/lottery.  If your student wishes 

to complete this request, please understand that the de-

cision of the committee is final and based on the judg-

ment of the members and is not subject to appeal.  The 

request form is the only method of explaining a stu-

dentôs need/request.  All students who make a special 

request MUST first complete the housing application 

by the January 29th deadline or their request will not be 

considered. 

 

       Donôt forget the deadline 

 for Special requests is January 22, 2010! 

http://www.gsuhousing.com/rssu
http://www.gsuhousing.com/lottery


 

 
January 7th Residence Halls open at 12 Noon for 

students to return (Southern Pines, 

Southern Courtyard and University 

Villas are open during the winter break 

so students can return at any time) 

 

January 11th First day of classes 

  Spring Fees due (including Housing 

  Fees) Early Lottery draw  

 

January 29th Last day students can sign up for  

  housing for 2010-2011 to partici- 

  pate in the On-Campus Housing  

  Lottery. 

February 5th All students notified of their status via 

GSU email.   

 

February 10th  7:00am ï students can begin  

 selecting rooms online!! 

 

February 19th Room selection closes 

 

February 22nd  Housing contracts sent to the studentôs 

GSU email to be activated. 

 

 

March 1st  Summer Housing Applications avail-

able.  Summer school housing will be 

in University Villas this year. 

 

March 8th  Housing Contracts due.  Students who 

do not sign online or provide a signed 

hard copy of their housing contract by 

this date will have their assignment 

cancelled.   

 (The $250 housing prepayment is 

also due at this time.  Any student 

who does not complete the full pre-

payment by this date will have their 

assignment cancelled.) 

 

 

March 15-19 Georgia Southernôs Spring Break ï All 

residence halls are open for  

 students 

 

May 7th Residence halls close at noon.  All stu-

dents, except those participating in 

Graduation, must be checked out of their 

room by Noon.  Failure to do so will 

result in fines of $50/hour late fees. 

May 8th   Residence halls close at noon for  

  students participating in Graduation.  

  Students must be checked out of  their 

  room by noon.  Failure to do so  

  will result in fines of $50/hour late fees.

   

 

Important Dates 

Mark your calendars! 



Residents are responsible for all damages and vandal-

ism that occur as a result of their actions, or the ac-

tions of their guests, including accidental damage.  

Residents will not be charged for normal wear of fur-

nishings; however, misuse or negligent care of fur-

nishings, including, but not limited to, burns or stain-

ing of tables, carpeting; counter tops; cuts or burns on 

furniture; broken furniture; holes in walls, doors or 

ceilings; broken or damaged window screens; and 

missing furniture will result in damage charges being 

assessed. 

Communities within our residence halls may be sub-

ject to group billing.  Group billing is a direct result of 

on-going damage to residence halls that cannot be 

linked to a specific student or student room such as 

elevators, hallways, community spaces, restrooms, 

exterior landscape damages, etc.  In this example, re-

cords and costs of each damage and repair are closely 

monitored.  When such expenses reach a predeter-

mined threshold (depending on the number of students 

living in that particular area), group billing will take 

place. At this point, all students in this area of concern 

are equally billed for vandalism and/or damages to 

these commons spaces . 

 

 

The deadline for Appeals for charges placed during  

 Fall semester are due to Housing  

 by January 15th. 

 Spring semester are due to Housing 

  by July 15th. 

It is highly encouraged that students are covered by 

some type of insurance while residing in our housing.  

Some may be covered under their parent/guardianôs 

insurance policy, while others may need to seek 

renterôs insurance. 

     Birthday Program 

 

Damage Billing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Department of University Housing has a Birthday 

Program for all students who live on campus in Georgia 

Southern Universityôs residence halls.  This program in-

cludes the following choices: 

 

One 9ò, two-layer, decorated birthday cake $22.00 

(tax included) 

 

Six cupcakes with decorative icing  $15.00 

(tax included) 

 

One ñBIGò chocolate chip cookie  $13.00 

(tax included) 

 

Also included are four birthday plates, napkins, forks, 

and a knife; a birthday card which includes a special mes-

sage from you; and delivery of your birthday surprise & 

accompanying items to your studentôs room.  All the pro-

ceeds will be used for leadership-development opportuni-

ties for the Community Leaders who work closely with 

your student on a daily basis.  If you would like to par-

ticipate, please visit our website 

 www.gsuhousing.com/parents/birthday.php      

Thanks for your anticipated participation in this program! 

Send a birthday greeting today! 

http://www.gsuhousing.com/parents/birthday.php


 Encourage your student to consider applying 

for the Community Leader position!   

A Community Leader is an essential part of 

student success in our residence halls.  Com-

munity Leaders assist residents with aca-

demic, social and personal development and 

concerns.  As upperclassmen, they serve as 

role models and mentors to residential stu-

dents.  In order to qualify, students must 

have a minimum 2.5 cumulative GPA, clear 

discipline record and a sincere interest in 

helping other students.  Applications will be 

available beginning January 7, 2010 through 

the student employment website at  

http://jobs.georgiasouthern.edu/SEC/ . 

 

 

 

How to talk to your student about: 

GETTING INVOLVED ON CAMPUS  

As we approach the end of fall semester, its already time 

to prepare for spring semester. Many students have now 

become acclimated to campus and had the opportunity to 

interact with or learn about the many organizations here 

on campus. Spring semester is a great time to get in-

volved with the many clubs and organizations offered on 

campus.  Any hobby or activity that you think a college 

student might be interested in; Georgia Southern proba-

bly has a student organization with others who share that 

interest.  From academic to service organizations, from 

greek organizations to club sports, GSU really has it 

all.  With over 200 student organizations, each one repre-

senting various interests, hobbies, and associations, there 

truly is the opportunity for every student to get involved. 

University Housing also offers students many opportuni-

ties to get involved, conveniently, in their residence halls.  

 

 

 

We offer a range of opportunities for involvement: Com-

munity Leaders, Community Assistants,  hall govern-

ment, and the Residence Hall Association. We strongly 

encourage all students to get involved!  Involvement in 

student organizations helps a student not only make great 

friends but also provides great opportunities for leader-

ship development, all while having a great time!  For 

more information about the student organizations and 

involvement opportunities available through University 

Housing refer to: http://students.georgiasouthern.edu/

housing/studentLife/ 

 

Community Leader:  There's an app for that!  
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